ADOPTED - JUNE 14, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 18

Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY OF CLINTION, EATON, AND INGHAM COUNTIES (CMH) UTILIZING 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021 FUNDS TO COVER ROOM AND BOARD COSTS FOR ADULTS IN RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT
RESOLUTION #22 – 285

WHEREAS, H.R. 1319 of the 117th Congress, also known as the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 became law on March 11, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Title IX, Subtitle M – Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of the American Rescue Plan provides funding to metropolitan cities, nonentitlement units of local government, and counties to mitigate the fiscal effects stemming from the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19); and

WHEREAS, eligible uses of the American Rescue Plan funds include:

(A) to respond to the public health emergency with respect to COVID–19 or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality;

(B) to respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by providing grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work;

(C) for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency;

(D) to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County received over $56 million in American Rescue Plan funds in two separate tranches of approximately $28 million; and

WHEREAS, Currently, the standard rate of “room and board” at an Adult Foster Care (AFC) home is $10,890 annually; this expense increases each year in coordination with the Cost of Living Adjustments; and

WHEREAS, an average of 50 consumers annually are not able to cover the “room and board” costs of their residential treatment due to limited or no income.; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the above, CMHA-CEI supplements approximately $60,000 annually in General Fund as there is no existing community resource to meet this need; and

WHEREAS, CMH has submitted a proposal to utilize American Rescue Plan funds to fund room and board costs for about 50 consumers, annually.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a contract not to exceed $180,000 with CMH for services provided to Ingham County residents, effective the date of execution through December 31, 2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds for this contract with CMH will come from Ingham County’s allocation of funds from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funds will be utilized by CMH for services as provided in the attached proposal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Trubac, Cahill, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Slaughter, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  06/06/2022

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  06/08/2022

Agency Information

	Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties 

	812 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, MI 48910

	

	Contact:
	Brooke Hall, Housing and Residential Supervisor 
	

	Phone: 
	517-346-8007
	
	
	
	

	Email:
	hallbr@ceimh.org 
	
	
	
	


Target Population

Within the CMHA-CEI system, the target population for these funds would be adults experiencing symptoms of severe and persistent mental illness, with limited to no income, who utilize residential services to maintain or achieve an optimal quality of life. 

Project Description

The Adult Mental Health Services (AMHS) program at CMHA-CEI partners with local Adult Foster Care homes to provide community based support to residents of the Tri-County area. Within a group home setting, residents are afforded a variety of supports including room and board, transportation to medical appointments, personal care, daily living support and skill building, recovery support, and medication administration. Residents are able to receive residential services primarily through their Medicaid plans with the exception of the “room and board” expense of which the resident is expected to pay out of pocket. 

On average, about 50 residents annually, a rate that is on track to double in 2021, lack the necessary means to cover their residential costs resulting in the use of CMHA-CEI’s limited General Fund or displacement into inadequate systems such as doubling up with family, homeless shelters, or hospitals.  If granted, this fund would be used to greatly reduce, eliminate, or prevent the number of individuals displaced due to an inability to procure the financial resources to support their residential treatment needs. 

COVID Impact

Adult Foster Care homes, or group homes, were severely impacted by the Coronavirus with regard to the high volume of positive cases in congregate settings coupled with severe staffing shortages. The overall impact has resulted in the closure of homes, a reduction bed capacity, and an increase in competition amongst our most vulnerable community members for those remaining beds. 

Screening Process 

If granted, the Housing Support Team within AMHS will screen eligible residents through a referral received from their case manager. The application will include demographic data for tracking and reporting needs, summarize the reason for the request, and outline efforts to obtain income or improve the resident’s current financial status. 

Proposed Budget

Currently, the standard rate of “room and board” at an Adult Foster Care (AFC) home is $10,890 annually; this expense increases each year in coordination with the Cost of Living Adjustments. An average of 50 consumers annually are not able to cover the “room and board” costs of their residential treatment due to limited or no income. As a result of the above, CMHA-CEI supplements approximately $60,000 annually in General Fund as there is no existing community resource to meet this need. 

Given the average number of individuals in need, coupled with the Cost of Living Adjustment, CMHA-CEI is requesting $180,000 to cover the “room and board” expenses from 2022-2024.  As the central service provider for individuals experiencing severe and persistent mental illness, Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties (CMHA-CEI) is committed to the development and provision of services to residents of Ingham County who are most in need and/or have disabilities. If awarded, an estimated 150 or more individuals experiencing severe and persistent mental illness will be afforded safe, affordable, and supportive residential treatment.  

